
   This year’s Oktober-
fest took place on Sep-
tember 3, 2006.  That’s 
when the dynamic duo, 
Hella Hernandez and 
Dave Wheeler, of the 
Northwest School of 
Aviation at Paine Field, 
Everett, Wash., ex-
pertly planned and exe-
cuted WFRS’ second 
annual Oktober-
fest Zwei (zwie 
means two in 
German) and 
silent auction at 
the school’s air-
port hangar, of 
all places. The 
hangar provided 
ample room for 
the BBQ and for 
guests to mill 
around and 
check out all the cool 
silent auction items. All 
of which raised some 
much needed funds for 
the shelter and its 
fuzzy residents. 
   Oktoberfest is a ge-
neric word meaning 
Harvest Celebration.  
The shelter chose this 
year’s Labor Day to 
celebrate the event as it 

would allow for friends 
of the School to fly in 
for the weekend and 
partake in this year’s 
donated beverage of 
choice (beer), courtesy 
of Diamond Knot Brew-
ery of Mukilteo!   When 
asked about Hella and 
Dave’s history, Megan 
says it best, “Hella Her-

nandez has been foster-
ing for WFRS for years 
now.  Many a needy 
weasel has ended up at 
her house for some 
TLC.   Dave Wheeler is 
Hella’s significant 
other.  He operates the 
Northwest School of 
Aviation and is also a 
frettchen enthusi-
ast.” (Frettchen is Ger-

man for ferret.) 
   Thanks to Dave’s 
savvy marketing skills 
roughly half the crowd 
was from the air school 
and the other half in-
cluded WFRS support-
ers.  Approximately 40 
people, including a few 
children, and Dr. Cathy 
Johnson-Delaney of 

Eastside Avian 
and Exotic Ani-
mal Medical 
Center and her 
husband, at-
tended to lend 
their support 
and chow down 
on some great 
eats cooked en-
tirely by “Chef 
Hella.”  
   All great Ok-

toberfests must feature 
a special guest or two, 
and this day did not 
disappoint when Toivo 
Redditt’s fabulous 
fuzzies, Slinky and 
Kyky, showed up as the 
day’s mascots.  Toivo 
sported them in a 
carry-sack and each fer-
ret wore a harness and 
leash and a smile on 
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Shelter Voicemail: 
206.442.2025    

Shelter Email:                 
washingtonferret@yahoo.com   

Website:                     
http://washingtonferret.org  
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