




ferret in an empty (read: boring) 
carrier for a short time out (1-2 
minutes) when he/she cannot play 
nicely, particularly where he/she 
can see all the other ferrets out 
having fun will have him/her on 
his/her best behavior shortly!   

   A reminder verbal “no” will help, 
but is not always 100% effec-
tive.  Sometimes ferrets are 
just deaf to that word, and you 
may have to go pick up the fer-
ret and remove him/her from 
the situation.   

   Some people have found that 
a quick zap with a squirt bottle 
is particularly helpful, espe-
cially when that little word is 
not working so well.   

   Putting a brand new toy out 
for them to investigate like a 
new tube, rice box, or some-
thing as cheap as some old 12-
pack soda boxes will have them 
busily investigating instead of 
worrying about each other too 
much.  Washing their old toys will 
remove familiar scents and can 
make them more interesting than 
they once were.   

   Normal & acceptable interac-
tions can range from everybody 
getting along happily to some 
fussing, squeaking and grabbing 
at scruffs.  Remember that ferrets 
do have tougher skin than we do, 
so if there is no blood, no scream-
ing and no fear pooping (pooping 

at the sight of another ferret), it’s 
probably safe to let them work 
things out together and quite liter-
ally let them “dook” it out.  Initial 
play sessions should be supervised 
so you can break up any tiffs 
should they happen.   

   We do not recommend that you 
get your fingers in the middle of a 
ferret fight since you are liable to 
get bitten, however, dousing both 
ferrets with water is a quick way 
to break up a scuffle.  You can use 
the hose on your sink, or a large 
amount of water to surprise them 
into letting go of each other.  You 
can also keep a heavy towel 
nearby so you can pick up the fer-

rets and put them in the sink if 
needed.   

   Placing the ferrets’ cages to-
gether and swapping bedding be-
tween the two cages will help the 
ferrets become comfortable with 
each other’s smells without requir-
ing you being there to supervise 
their interactions.   

   I have also heard of some people 
moving a sleeping ferret into the 
cage with the other ferrets, but 
have not managed to not wake all 
the ferrets up in the process when 
attempting this!  Usually the fer-
rets are drowsy and more apt to 

get along for short periods when 
they first wake up.  Doing this re-
peatedly will allow them to get 
used to the idea of another ferret 
in their sleep-sack in a positive 
context—what could be more posi-
tive than dreamland?   

   It will likely take some time, and 
repeated attempts to get your 
fuzzies to get along well together, 
but it can be done.  Be just a 
smidge more stubborn than your 
ferret and you will ultimately be 
happy with the results.  Pick a few 
of the aforementioned methods, be 
consistent, and the ferrets will 
eventually figure things out.   

   You are welcome to visit us 
at the shelter, post on our fo-
rum, or email us at washing-
tonferret@yahoo.com if you 
need further assistance with 
your ferrets, and hopefully we 
can help you out!    Shelter 
volunteers have quite a bit of 
experience in encouraging fer-
rets to cohabitate.   

  You could also board your 
ferrets together with one of 
our volunteers and they will 
oversee the introductions in a 
completely neutral location.  
That way you won’t have to 

hear any of the arguments, and the 
playtime will be supervised and 
safe for all your ferrets. 


